[Sources of error in the radioimmunochemical determination of digoxin in serum].
In a study with numerous samples of serum we compared 5 Digoxin RIA and evaluated the reliability of tests by simultaneous determinations. There were found considerable differences in the determinations with the various RIA for the same serum; evident differences also were recorded in the recovery and in the reproducibility of the assays. Among some other sources of error the dependence of temperature and of the duration of the dextran-charcoal separation were observed; therefore, the charcoal incubation is recommendable at 4 degrees C. Each laboratory which is able to perform the determinations of digoxin concentrations in the serum should declare its own range for the therapeutic and toxic levels for the used RIA in collaboration with the clinicians.